A LARVAL GULF OF MEXICO STURGEON (Acipenser oxyrhynchus desotoi) FROM THE APALACHICOLA RIVER, FLORIDA
A larval Gulf of Mexico sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrhynchus desotoi) was collected in the upper Apalachicola River, river km 167.7, 3.3 km below Jim Woodruff Dam on May 11, 1977 . It represents the first recorded capture of a larval Gulf of Mexico sturgeon.
Technical literature concerning Gulf of Mexico sturgeon is limited to description of adult subspecies (VIadykov, 1955; Vladykov and Greeley, 1963) , report of commercial landings (Fiedler, 1930 -1934 and Johnson, 1956 -1973 , and life history work by Huff (1975) . Huff did not succeed in capturing larval strugeon in the Suwannee River, Florida, thus spawning temperatures, flows, and larval meristics have not been documented.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Larval fish sampling was one of the methods used by the Apalachicola River Fishery Project in an attempt to determine spawning and nursery areas of the river. From February 1977 to May 1977, 16 stations along the Apalachicola River were sampled weekly utilizing 1 aminute bottom trawling plankton tows. Sampling was conducted using a size 00 (760 ,um mesh) plankton net having a diameter of 0.5 m. The net was fished no higher than 2.3 em off the bottom. Meristic measurements were obtained from enlarged microphotographs adjusted to scale. Measurements followed Hubbs and Lagler (1974) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
At the time of the larval sturgeon's capture, surface water temperature was Development of yolk sac, eye and extent of connection between head and yolk sac indicated the larva was freshly hatched (within 1-2 days) according to Ryder (1890) . Mansueti and Hardy (1967) 
